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THE A. L. A. AT STATE CONFERENCES 


Four or five years ago the American li- 
brary association instituted the practice of 
having an officer or an officially appointed 
delegate represent the association at the va- 
rious state library association meetings. 
This delegate generally is requested to 
speak on some pertinent phase of library 
activity, by no means limiting the re- 
marks to the field or activity of the 
American library association, but these 
visits have more or less directly been 
the means of emphasizing the work 
of the A. L. A., placing it before the 
attention of librarians and letting them 
know of the service in various lines which 
the national association stands ready to 
offer. In addition to the address which has 
appeared on the program the A. L. A. 
speaker generally has taken more or less 
part in the informal discussions of the con- 
ference, and in those cases where the Sec. 
retary of the association has been the rep- 
resentative, a brief statement of the work 
and needs of the association has generally 
been presented. As the A. L. A. at present 
has unfortunately too small a budget to 
meet the travel expenses of these speakers, 
the state associations have in most cases 
done this, often out of a nearly depleted 
treasury. One westérn state containing 
only a handful of librarians in correspond- 


ence with the executive office has expressed 
a willingness to meet the necessary travel 
expenses of a speaker up to the sum of one 
hundred dollars if necessary, which evi- 


’ “ences that the service performed by these 


representatives has been believed to be of 
considerable assistance and value. The A. 
L. A. has been represented by an officer or 
an Officially appointed delegate at twelve 
state meetings this fall, at the inauguration 
of a university president, and the Secre- 
tary has spoken to several library schools 
and represented the association on several 
other occasions. 

The joint conference of Michigan and 
Ohio at Cedar Point, Ohio, Sept. 2-8, was 
attended by Mrs. H. L. Elmendorf, presi- 
dent of the American library association, 
who delivered an address on “Joy Read- 
ing,” and by Secretary Utley, who spoke in- 
formally on the work of the A. L. A. The 
New York state meeting in New York City, 
Sept. 25-30, was also attended by both the 
President and the Secretary, Mrs. Elmen- 
dorf giving her address on “Joy Reading,” 
and Secretary Utley speaking on “What 
the American Library Association Stands 
For.” 

Mr. J. I. Wyer, Jr. represented the A. L. 
A. at the state meetings of Iowa, at Mason 
City, Oct. 10-12; of Illinois, at Joliet, Oct. 
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11-13; and of Missouri at Hannibal, Oct. 18- 
19; delivering at each meeting an address 
on the subject, “What Americans Read.” 

Mr. Chalmers Hadley, librarian of the 
Denver public library, and ex-secretary of 
the A. L. A., was the representative of the 
American library association at the meet- 
ing of. the Pacific northwest library asso- 
ciation, at Victoria, B. C., Sept. 4-6, giving 
an address on “The Library and the Com- 
munity.” 

Secretary Utley attended the Minnesota 
meeting, at Lake Minnetonka, Sept. 20-22, 
the Nebraska meeting at Omaha, Oct. 18-19, 
and the North Dakota state meeting at 
Jamestown, Oct. 20-21, giving at each con- 
ference an address on “Reaching the Peo- 
ple.” He also gave an address at the Indi- 
ana library trustees’ association, at Indian- 
apolis, Nov. 8th, on “The Legal and Mor- 
al Requirements of a Library Trustee.” 

Dr. Arthur E. Bostwick, librarian. of the 
St. Louis public library, and ex-president 
of the A. L. A., will be the principal out-of- 
state speaker at the Alabama library asso 
ciation conference, at Tuscaloosa, and at 
the State University, November 21, 22 and 
23. Dr. Bostwick will give two addresses; 
the first on “The Companionship of 
Books”; the subject of the second has not 
yet been announced. 

Dr. Reuben G. Thwaites, of the Wiscon- 
sin state historical society, and also an ex- 
president of the A. L. A., officially repre- 
sented the association at the inauguration 
of Dr. George E. Vincent, as president of 
the University of Minnesota, October 18th. 


CHICAGO MID-WINTER MEETINGS 


The usual mid-winter library meetings 
will be held again this year at Chicago, 
January 2-6, 1912. Headquarters will be 
at the recently opened Hotel Sherman, cor- 
ner of Randolph and Clark streets, opposite 
the new county court house, and four 
blocks west of the Chicago public library. 
Rates for single rooms with bath are from 
$2 per day up; rates for double rooms with 
bath (two in a room) $3 per day up. Every 
room has a bath. Requests for reservations 


should be made directly to the Hotel Sher- 
man. The directors of the Chicago public 
library have generously placed at our dis- 
posal the directors’ room, on the fifth floor 
of the library building, adjoining the A. L. 
A. headquarters. The Hotel Sherman will 
also provide free meeting room, and com- 
mittee rooms. Hours for meetings, unless 
otherwise stated, will be 9:30 a. m. and 
2:30 p. m. 

The League of library commissions will 
meet Tuesday, January 2, both morning and 
afternoon, also on Wednesday morning, 
January 3, and on Thursday morning, Janu- 
ary 4. Thesessions will be in charge of the 
president, Miss Cornelia Marvin, secretary 
of the Oregon library commission. Meet- 
ings will be held in the directors’ room of 
the public library. 

The college and university librarians of 
the Middle West will hold their third annual 
meeting in Chicago, on Friday afternoon 
and Saturday morning, January 5-6, 1912, 
in the directors’ room of the Chicago 
public library. The sessions will con- 
tinue to be of the same informal round- 
table character as heretofore. The various 
subjects to be discussed will be assigned 
to individuals who will generally not 
read papers, but will simply make such 
a statement as will most effectively start 
a free discussion. The arrangements for 
these meetings are in charge of a com- 
mittee consisting of Mr. P. L. Windsor, Mr. 
J. C. M. Hanson, and Mr. A. S. Root. The 
topics to be discussed will, for the most 
part, be selected from the following list: 

Charging systems appropriate for college 
libraries. 

Co-operation between librarians. 

Open shelves. 

Relations between the faculty and the li- 
brary. 

Specialization in college libraries. 

Standing of the college library in the in- 
stitution. 

Printed catalog cards. 

Reserved books. 

Salaries of assistants. 

Pensions for college librarians. 

Circulation of books to undergraduates. 
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Interlibrary loans. 

Report on the co-operative forwarding 
agent from European book centers. 

Report on the co-operative purchasing 
representative in Europe. 

The essentials of a university library an- 
nual report. 

A meeting of instructors in regular li- 
brary schools will be held on Wednesday 
morning, January 3, 1912, in Chicago, in a 
room to be announced later. The discus- 
sion will be informal in character and 
will be chosen chiefly from the following 
topics: 

Certain pedagogical problems connected 
with our library instruction. 

Efficiency of administration in library 
schools. 

Elements in the cost of maintaining li- 
brary schools. 

Non-essentials 
courses. 

Particular phases of these questions will 
be assigned to individuals who will present 
the conditions in their own and other li- 
brary schools, after which the discussion 
will begin. The various instructors will 
lunch together on Wednesday noon. Ar- 
rangements for this meeting are in charge 
of Mr. P. L. Windsor. 

The Council of the American library as- 
sociation will meet on Thursday afternoon 
and Friday morning, January 4-5. A list 
of topics proposed for discussion will be 
sent personally to each member of the 
Council. 

The Executive Board of the A. L. A. will 
meet Wednesday evening, January 3, at 
8 o’clock at A. L. A. headquarters. 

The A. L. A. publishing board will meet 
Friday afternoon, January 5, at A. L. A. 
headquarters. 

The Chicago library club will entertain 
visiting librarians on Thursday evening, 
January 4. Further announcements will 
be made later. 
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COMPARATIVE LIBRARY STATISTICS 

In the A. L. A. Bulletin for May the sec- 
retary outlined a tentative plan for print- 
ing comparative library statistics, append- 
ing a skeleton table suggesting those topics 
on which data was most likely to be of 
value. Suggestions and criticisms were in- 
vited and quite a number have been re- 
ceived. With the help of these a revised 
table was prepared and sent to fifty libra- 
ries of widely varying size and in widely 
separated parts of the country. Returns 
have been received from thirty-two and the 
statistics they sent have been incorporated 
into the table which appears on another 
page of this number of the Bulletin. If 
the members of the A. L. A. find these sta- 
tistics useful, another installment from 30 
or 40 other libraries may be printed in 
some future number of the Bulletin, per- 
haps in May, 1912. We invite librarians to 
send to the Executive office the data called 
for in the table and, as space permits, we 
will endeavor to print this. 

These statistics are published particular- 
ly in the hope that they may be useful in 
helping the librarian show trustees, budget 
committees or other city officials, wherein 
their library falls below the average in 
certain particulars, and that they may thus 
become an effective tool in helping to se- 
cure a larger appropriation or a better bal- 
anced budget. Comparative statistics are 
never entirely satisfactory, for local con- 
ditions, which the tables do not show, often 
need to be known for their proper inter- 
pretation, and sometimes the tables will 
record the statistics of an exceptional year, 
either good or bad, which gives the library 
an advantage or a disadvantage which it 
does not deserve. But we hope, neverthe- 
less, that the study of these figures will 
prove interesting and that some benefit 
may be derived. We let the figures speak 
for themselves and make no attempt to 
draw deductions or observations therefrom. 
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1 White only. 


? Including neighboring territory reached by library. 
5 Includes edeainisteetion of an art gallery. 


‘ Renewal not required, annual directory depended upon for removing cards of departed borrowers. 
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5 Does not include building funds. 
® Includes binding. 
7 Includes janitors. 
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REGISTER FOR CHICAGO MEETINGS 


The secretary of the A. L. A. would like 
to have the names and addresses of those 
who are expecting to attend the mid-winter 
meetings in Chicago, January 2-6, 1912. 


NEW MEMBERS 


Baird, Mrs. Bertha S., In. P. L., Mason City, 
Ia. 5223. 

Briggs, Elizabeth D., asst. P. L., Cleveland, 
Ohio. 5219. 

Fort Worth (Texas) Carnegie P. L. (Mrs. 
Charles Scheuber, In.) 5231. 

Griffin, Georgia S., asst. P. L., Milwaukee, 
Wis. 5229. 

Haley, Josephine M., In. P. L., Helena, 
Mont. 5226. 
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Hardman, Elizabeth, In. Whitestone Br. 
Queens Borough P. L., Whitestone, L. I., 
N. Y. 5230. 

La Grange (Ill.) F. P. L. (Louise E. DeWitt, 
In.) 5220. 

Lavell, Richard A., asst. In. P. L., Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 5228. 

Louisiana State University and Agricultur- 
al and Mechanical College L., Baton 
Rouge, La. (Inez Mortland, In.) 5227. 

Rhoades, Rachel, asst. University of Michi- 
gan General L., Ann Arbor, Mich. 5221. 

Williams, Mrs. Clara D., In. F. P. Sch. L. 
Troy, Ohio. 5222. 

Wilson, Josie, asst. In. Brownsville Br., P. 
L., Brooklyn, N. Y. 5224. 

Wynne, John J., In. Fordham university L., 
N. Y. City. 5225. 


FORMER MEMBERS REJOINING 

Ball, Rose, In. Albion college L., Albion, 
Mich. 4034. 

Caldwell, Lena E., In. P. L., Flint, Mich. 
2809. 

Ingham, Roena A., In. Carnegie West Br. 
P. L., Cleveland, Ohio. 1795. 

Krum, Gracie B., Ist asst. catalog dept. 
P. L., Detroit, Mich. 2880. 


A. L. A. COMMITTEE ON BOOKBINDING 
The Review of Reviews Co. has decided 
to issue a special edition of the Photograph- 
ic History of the Civil War for library 
use. The extra cost for this binding will 
be $1 for the entire set of 10 volumes. The 
sample submitted to the committee on 
bookbinding was strongly bound in No. 18 
library buckram and ought to give good 
service. The regular edition is poorly 
bound and the light cover easily soiled. 
The firms of Henry Frowde and Hodder 
and Stoughton have submitted samples of 
books especially bound for library use. 
The books are exceedingly well bound and 
will give good service. The catalog of 
these editions contains m:..y titles not fa- 
miliar to readers in this country, but such 
books as “Robinson Crusoe,” “Little Wom- 
en,” Andersen’s “Tales,” “Tom Brown’s 
School Days,” “Water Babies,” and others 
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may be found among them. The prices of 
these books are very reasonable and it will 
pay librarians to send for catalog. 


COMMITTEE ON VENTILATION AND 
LIGHTING OF LIBRARIES 

Mr. Samuel H. Ranck, who was appointed 
by the Council chairman of a committee to 
report on standards, specifications, etc., for 
the ventilation and lighting of library” build- 
ings, with power to add to the committee, 
has named the following persons for ser- 
vice on this committee: Dr. E. D. Burton, 
diréctor of the University of Chicago libra- 
ries; W. H. Brett, librarian of the Cleve- 
land public library; E. H. Anderson, assist- 
ant director of the New York public li- 
brary; and C. W. Andrews, librarian of The 
John Crerar library. 


PRINTED CARDS WANTED 

The University of Illinois library, Ur- 
bana, Ill., Mr. P. L. Windsor, librarian, is 
desirous of purchasing printed analytical 
catalog cards for sixty or more periodicals, 
cards for which have been printed by the 
A. L. A. Publishing Board. If any sub- 
scriber to the A. L. A. cards has in hand 
cards which he does not desire to keep and 
which he wishes to sell, it might be mu- 
tually advantageous to correspond with Mr. 
Windsor. 


THE EDITOR’S TABLE 
The public library of St. Joseph, Mo., has 
issued an interesting ‘Reading List for the 
Boy Scouts of America.” 


The Library of Congress has a few copies 
of each of the classification schedules is- 
sued to date. These will be sent upon re- 
quest to any libraries needing them. 


The University of Illinois has recently 
issued a List of serials in the University of 
Illinois library, together with those in other 
libraries in Urbana and Champaign, com- 
piled by Francis K. W. Drury, assistant 
librarian. (Bulletin, v. 9, no. 2.) pp. 223, 
8vo. The field covered by the serials in- 
cludes newspapers, magazines, periodicals, 
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and annuals, and the serial publications of 
societies, corporations, institutions, and 
governmental bodies. The list will prob- 
ably be useful in other libraries as a check- 
list. 


The Harvard college library, which will 
henceforth use cards of the usual standard 
size, wishes to dispose of about 70,000 cata. 
log cards of the smaller standard size (12% 
x 5 cm.). Some are unruled (for printing 
or typewriting), others are ruled (for manu- 
script). All are punched in the lower left- 
hand corner, and all are of the best stock 
for library use. Cost from $1.06 to $1.75 
per thousand. To be sold at about half 
price. Send for samples and prices to the 
librarian. 


The office has received a copy of “Modern 
Drama and Opera: a reading list,” com- 
piled by Mrs. Clara (Mulliken) Norton, 
Frank K. Walter and Fanny Elsie Mar- 
quand. Boston Book Co., 1911. The list 
includes the best English editions or. trans- 
lations of the dramatic works of D’Annun- 
zio, Hauptmann, Ibsen, Jones, Maeterlinck, 
Phillips, Pinero, Rostand, Shaw, Suder- 
mann, Dubussy, Puccini and Richard 
Strauss. It covers a field that is much be- 
fore the public at the present time and 
should be a handy compilation for students 
along these lines. 


The Globe-Wernicke Co., of Cincinnati, 
has printed a twenty-page booklet called 
“The World’s best books,” in which there 
is a roughly graded list of books for chil- 
dren and young people, compiled by H. W. 
Mabie, 100 best books for boys and girls, 
prepared by W. D. Howe, of Indiana uni- 
versity, Ex-President Roosevelt’s “Pigskin 
library,” Lubbock’s “100 best books,” “The 
best 50 books,” by Benjamin R. Davenport, 
H. W. Mabie’s selection of the best novels 
portraying life of different sections of the 
United States and England, and novels of 
plot and problem, Dr. Eliot’s “Five-foot 
library,’ the twenty best novels, and other 
lists. The only advertising mark is the 
name of the company on the back cover. 
The company will send free to any library 
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in the country any desired number of these 
booklets. They also have a “Blue book of 
fiction, a list of novels worth reading 
chosen from many literatures,” by H. W. 
Mabie, which will also be sent free in 
quantity. We are under no obligations to 
the above named company and have not 
been asked to insert this notice, but they 
are good lists and we heartily recommend 
librarians to secure them and distribute 
them freely from the desk. 


A. L. A. PUBLISHING BOARD NOTES 

There are many members of the A. L. A. 
and other librarians who have not yet se- 
cured the published chapters of the A. L. A. 
Manual of library economy. Eight chapters 
are now ready and two more will be out 
soon. Each chapter is printed as a separate 
pamphlet; price, 10 cents each. 


1. American library history, by C. K. 
Bolton. 
2. Library of Congress, by W. W. 
Bishop. 
4. College and university library, by J. 
I. Wyer, Jr. 
9. Library legislation, by W. F. Yust. 
In press. 
12. Administration of a public library, 
by A. E. Bostwick. In press. 
15. Branch libraries and other distribut- 
ing agencies, by Linda A. Eastman. 
17. Order and accession department, by 
F. F. Hopper. 


20. Shelf department, by Josephine A. 
Rathbone. 

22. Reference department, by E. C. Rich- 
ardson. 

26. Bookbinding, by A. L. Bailey. 


The brisk sale of the new edition of the 
List of subject headings, edited by Miss 
Mary Briggs has been most gratifying. 
Every.library needs this important tool and 
it is not economy to try to get on without 
it. If you have not secured a copy, it is to 
your advantage to do so. The book con- 
tains over 400 pages and is bound in- re- 
inforced cloth. Price $2.50, carriage free. 


Miss Elva L. Bascom, who is editing the 
A. L. A. Catalog, 1904-11, reports good 
progress in the work, and the book will 
probably be ready for distribution early in 
1912. This Supplement will contain a se- 
lection of about 3000 titles published since 
the A. L. A. Catalog was printed in 1904, 
and will consist of a class list with author 
and title and subject indexes. Like the 
Catalog it will have the benefit of the 
opinions of many librarians and experts. 
The A. L. A. Catalog was unquestionably 
one of the most valuable and important 
aids in book selection ever published in 
this country, and the continuation of it will 
be equally valuable and important, not only 
to librarians and book-sellers but to the 
general public as well. Price to advance 
subscribers is $1; after publication, $1.50. 





